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TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE. 

The virtues and talents of Father Paul Segneri of 
the Society of Jesus, and the merits of his little work, 
“ II Devoto di Maria, ” of which this is a new translation, 
are perhaps too well known to most Catholics even in 
England to require the introduction of a preface : it may 
be well however to present a few remarks for the sake of 
those who have not the same knowledge of the Author 
and his writings. 

Father Segneri was bom in the Campagna of Rome 
in 1624, and died at the age of 70. The last 27 years 
of his holy life were spent almost unceasingly in giving 
missions in different parts of Italy ; in all of which ' 
his Apostolic zeal and extraordinary austerities were re- 
warded with an abundant harvest of souls. He com- 
posed a variety of devotional and ascetic treatises of 
which the present is one of the best known ; though all 
continue to be prized and studied especially in his own 
country. With his name is inseparably connected that 
of Father Peter Pinamonti, a religious of* the same So- 
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ciety, who was united with him not only by the ties of a 
tender mutual affection, but by actual participation in his 
labours both as a Missionary and as an Author ; and the 
beneficial influe ce of this cooperation is visible in their 
writings, as it was in their ministry. Their lives form 
one of the earlier volumes of the Oratorian Series. 

The reader must not expect to find an elaborate theo- 
logical work in the compass of these few pages ; though 
there is really matter enough in them to fill several vo- 
lumes. The treatise is indeed remarkably short, consi- 
dering the completeness of the view which it places be- 
fore us of the rank and prerogatives of Mary ; but it is 
admirably adapted to the wants of the devout Catholic, 
who without being able to study the theological questions 
connected with the subject, is ready to ponder the great 
and pregnant truths which concern her, whom, in com- 
mon with all the faithful, he delights to honour, and 
whom he knows to be the first of all created beings. 
And seldom, it may fairly be asserted, have these glo- 
rious truths been more clearly set forth than in this 
striking work. 

It will be perceived that a certain quaintness of style 
has been purposely retained in this translation, as cor- 
responding better with the peculiar colouring of the ori- 
ginal, which belongs to the manners and modes of think- 
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ing prevalent in the time and country in which Segneri 
lived. And it need not surprise the reader, who is aware 
that scientific discovery was then in its infancy, and that 
fanciful and false ideas on matters belonging to natural 
philosophy are current in all cotemporary writers, to find 
such notions taken for granted in some of the various il- 
lustrations employed by the Author. In some instances, 
where from this cause the illustrations seemed likely ra- 
ther to weaken than strengthen the argument to a mo- 
dern reader, they have been either considerably modified 
or altogether omitted. By these remarks it must not be 
understood that any apology is intended or required for 
any portion of the actual doctrine contained in this work 
— which is at once sound, and solidly established by a 
chain of proof, profound enough to rival learned treati- 
ses, and yet open to the comprehension of simple minds. 
All Segneri’s thoughts and conclusions are brought for- 
ward with an artlessness and simplicity, which are well 
suited to the real grandeur of his subject, and which, 
though not uncommon in devotional works of a later 
date, were a proof of originality at the time at which he 
wrote. This simplicity of style, observable throughout 
the work, might well disarm the suspicions and prejudices 
even of Protestants, although there may be many asser- 
tions as to the glory and preeminence of the Blessed Vir- 
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gin, which most Protestants would find great difficulty in 
accepting. We do not intend to say anything here in 
defence of these truths : we leave them to maintain them- 
selves on the strength of that immoveable foundation, 
which Father Segneri has proved to have been laid for 
them in the eternal decrees of the Almighty Himself. 

But there is one passage, occurring in p. 86, where 
the author quotes and adopts an expression of St. John 
Damascene, that “ Mary should enjoy what belongs to 
her Son and be adored by all ; ” with respect to which 
it may be as well to remind the reader that the term 
“ adore ”, like the Latin adoro and corresponding words 
in other languages, has the general meaning of paying 
homage and expressing submission to a superior being, 
and varies in intensity according to the particular degree 
of honour due to the person to whom it is applied. It 
would be easy to quote passages from hooks written in 
our own language, as well as from the original text of 
Scripture, where the same word is thus used to express 
different degrees of reverence. But it may be enough 
to refer a Protestant to the Common Prayer-Book of the 
Establishment, where a similar word " worship ” is ap- 
plied in the Marriage-Service to honour paid by the man 
to his wife. When Father Segneri or any Catholic wri- 
ter speaks of paying adoration to the Immaculate Mo- 
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ther of God, he intends that particular degree of reve- 
rence, which is due to her, and which the Church has 
always actually paid her, and not that very different kind 
of worship which is due to God alone. 

May she, who is here extolled by her devout Client, 
and who obtained for him those powers which he so 
worthily employed in her honour, receive into her most 
sovereign love and protection all who peruse this little 
work with attention and earnestness ; and may they learn 
from it to follow in the footsteps of the pious Author in 
devotion to her, whom to love and venerate is among 
the most hopeful signs of predestination to glory. 
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THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TRUE AND FALSE DEVOTION 
TO OUR BLESSED LADY. 

The more precious a coin is, the greater generally is 
the danger of its being counterfeited. No wonder there- 
fore that the devil, as the father of lies and deceit, and 
the grand ringleader of all false coiners, has ever been, 
and still is most industrious in counterfeiting that pre- 
cious gold of devotion towards the Blessed Virgin, which 
is so acceptable to the Divine Mercy, and always current 
in the bank of Heaven. 

To you then, Christian reader, it will be a matter of 
no small importance to procure a faithful touchstone, by 
which to test the purity of this noble metal, in order that, 
at the great day of reckoning, you may not be like those 
negligent and imprudent bankers, who at the closing 
of their accounts find themselves bankrupt, when they 
thought that their credit was good and the balance in 
their favour. And I earnestly wish you to engage in 
the pursuit, with the same zeal and resolution that I my- 
self feel in my desire to direct you, through the help of 
this little work, until you come, by the shortest and ea- 
siest way, to find out this precious touchstone, which, if 
it be only turned to good account, you may justly value 
as the choicest of jewels. What therefore is this devo- 
tion to the Blessed Virgin 1 
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It is natural enough for every one to represent things 
to his own imagination, not as they are in fact, but as 
he himself would wish them to be. When, for instance, 
the Abyssinians represent an angel in a picture, they 
paint him with a black face, because their own is of that 
colour : and so, because sinners have their heart black- 
ened with the filth of sin, the idea which they entertain 
of this devotion to our Blessed Lady, is a very dark one j 
while, at the same time, they magnify it beyond mea- 
sure, and extol it above all other devotions. As if, for- 
sooth, a murderer, an adulterer, or a soul stained with 
the loathsome spots of sin, the very sight of which is 
enough to move her to indignation, might pretend to 
pass for her devout client. But as we cannot pronounce 
the waters of a rivulet to be good and wholesome, unless 
we taste them at the fountain-head ; so we cannot form 
a right idea of this particular devotion, of which I am 
about to treat, unless we understand what devotion in 
general means. 

Devotion in general, according to St. Thomas, is a 
readiness of the will in undertaking and performing eve- 
ry thing that belongs to the service of God, 1 A man may 
be truly said to be devout or devoted to his prince, who 
is ready to undertake anything for his glory and interest ; 
or devoted to his country, who upon all occasions is ready 
to serve his country. And so, in respect of Almighty 

1 Voluntas quaedam promptc tradendi se ad ea, quae pertinent ad Dei fa- 
mulatum. 8. Thom. 2. 2. q. 82. art. 1. 
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God, the children of Israel were properly called devout 
or devoted to His service, when, being invited to contri- 
bute to the erection of the celebrated tabernacle in the 
desert, they all came with incredible alacrity and cheer- 
fulness, to bring for that purpose the most precious tilings 
they had, their silver and gold plate, their necklaces of 
pearl, their jewels, and all their richest ornaments. 1 

According to this standard, what must be true devotion 
to our Blessed Lady 1 It must be a readiness of the will 
to undertake, and carry into execution, whatever is pleas- 
ing to her, or conducive to her honour. And therefore 
rigorous fasts, long prayers, and still longer pilgrimages, 
performed in her honour, are not properly to be called 
devotion to the great Virgin Mother of God ; but are ei- 
ther the effects of it, if they proceed from this readiness 
of the will to serve her, or at least a means towards it, if 
they conduce in some manner to its acquisition. As long 
as they are neither such effects, nor such means, they 
are only a mask of devotion ; because they neither sup- 
pose this readiness of the will, nor give it. When this is 
the case, they are not that genuine coin we are speaking 
of, and which finds credit wherever it is known ; but a 
sort of metal, which resembles the true one, in as much 
as it bears the same stamp, yet falls far short of the real 
value of it, and which will therefore, instead of being laid 
up in the treasury of Heaven, be thrown out upon the 
dunghill. 2 

1 Exod. xxxv. 20, 26. 

2 Auruw illorum in oterquilinimn nit. Ezecli. vil 10. 

A 
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This being supposed, how can those be looked upon 
as devout clients of the Blessed Virgin, who are in so 
many ways disobedient to her will, and who content 
themselves with some slight exterior profession of wor- 
ship towards her, while they refuse her the very thing 
she most of all desires, namely, that they should aban- 
don their sins ? Have such persons as these a readiness 
Of will to serve her? Do they endeavour to please her, 
or to seek her glory ? On the contrary, their whole aim* 
if well considered, seems to be only to deceive her. 

The Gabaonites, to exempt themselves from the sen- 
tence which was being executed with great rigour upon 
the inhabitants of the Land of Promise, deceived Josut 
by appealing before him with their clothes all in rags, 
their victuals dried up, their pitchers empty, and their 
shoes worn out, as if they had made a long journey to 
find him, whereas they had in fact scarcely stirred from 
home to look for him . 1 This is just what these sinners 
and pretended clients of the Blessed Virgin do. They 
have no other design than to stave off that dreadful sen- 
tence of condemnation, with Which the Divine Justice is 
continually threatening them, and which, from time to 
time, it actually executes upon their fellow sinners. With 
this view they present themselves before the Blessed Vir- 
gin, full of respect, and with a sort of penitential garb 
more apparent than real ; that is to say, with certain acts 
pious in themselves but merely exterior, such as a small 

1 Josuc ix. 3, 15. 
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alms given for her sake, a few psalms recited, or a fast 
upon a Saturday kept in her honour. And by these they 
would fain persuade her that they have made long jour- 
neys to find her out, whereas they have really taken but 
yery few steps towards her, and perhaps have not set foot 
out of doors ; that is, have not quitted the inveterate ha- 
bits of sin, in which they have passed the greater part of 
their lives. But in vain will they try to deceive Mary, 
as the Gabaonites deceived Josue. For though he was 
imposed upon, and cheated into a league of friendship 
with them, because he consulted not the mouth of the 
Lord, 1 yet there can be no danger of any such surprise 
to the Blessed Virgin, who, seeing all things in God, 
knows the deceitful heart of those false clients. It is evi- 
dent then, that where there is not a will, and a ready 
will, to please the Blessed Virgin, there can be no true 
devotion to her. 

But, that by this rule we may not altogether deprive 
either sinners of that confidence, which they have placed 
in the Blessed Virgin, or Maiy of that worship which 
she receives from sinners, I propose to make the following 
distinction. Some are sinners, and are resolved to con- 
tinue such still, thus adding to the evil of their wounds 
the sinful obstinacy of neglecting their cure. Others are 
sinners, it is true ; but yet they would willingly become 
just, and therefore sigh after some pious Samaritan, to 
pour the healing balsam into their wounds, the smart of 
which they now begin to feel. This second class, how- 
1 Os Domini non interrogavit Josne be. 14. 



Digitized by v^.ooQle 




XX 



INTRODUCTION. 



ever, may be of good heart. For, though they have not 
yet reached true devotion to our Lady, since they have 
not that ready disposition of will absolutely to quit their 
sinful state for her sake ; yet they are in the way towards 
it, since they have a desire at least of abandoning sin, 
though this desire is, as yet, but very weak. Those early 
streaks of light, which the sun sends before him from 
under the horizon, are only the break of day, not the day 
itself. But give him time to mount above the horizon, 
and it will not be long before the bright day will appear 
in its full glory. Let those poor sinners, miserable as 
they are, continue to recommend themselves to the great 
Mother of God, and earnestly beg of her every day to 
break the heavy chains of slavery, under which they still 
groan ; 1 and then, after such a dawn, it cannot be doubt- 
ed but that the Sun of Justice, of which she is the fore- 
runner, will one day rise in their souls. 

It is peculiarly the office of the Blessed Virgin, to lead 
sinners to God. My Mother , said our Saviour to His 
beloved St. Catherine of Sienna, is a most delicious bait 
with which 1 draw sinners to me? But that multitude 
of obstinate sinners, who will not so much as admit a 
thought of surrendering their hearts to repentance, and 
who will not set their thoughts to return to their God: * 
shall they, do you think, be reckoned amongst the devout 
clients of our Lady ? They neither belong to that happy 

1 Solve vincla reis. Hymn. Eccl. 

2 Mater Mea dulcissima esca eat, qua ad Me peccatores traho. S. Cath. 
Ken. DiaL c. 4. 

3 Non dant cogitationes anas ut revertantur ad Dominum. Osee v. 4. 
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number, nor are they ever likely to do so. On the con- 
trary, they are so far from being her true clients and 
faithful servants, that they could not be more absolutely 
her enemies, than they already are. They pretend in- 
deed to honour her, but what is their design ? Is it not 
to continue, as long as it shall be in their power, to offend 
her Divine Son, and then to hope for mercy by her 
means ? What treachery can be imagined greater than 
this, or what folly more extravagant ? 

Spare me my son Absalom , x was the order King David 
gave to those loyal soldiers, who would not depart from 
their allegiance to their lawful sovereign, when all the 
rest revolted against him. The same charge, we may 
reasonably imagine, has been given by the Blessed Vir- 
gin, to all those who have enrolled themselves in her 
service, under her royal standard. Spare me my Son 
Jesus . Do mot ill-treat Him , ye faithful, do not insult 
Him : but skew Him that respect and that reverence, 
which are due to Him far beyond what was ever due to 
the rebel Absalom . Now if, notwithstanding all this, 
there should be found a rash Joab, who, after having 
cruelly pierced the heart of that Innocent Son, comes 
directly to His afflicted Mother with his three lances 
reeking with the blood of the Son, not to cast them and 
himself at her feet in grief and confusion, nor to humble 
himself before her, but to give them a sharper edge under 
her very eyes, and prepare them for inflicting deeper 

1 Serrate mihi puerum meum Absalom. 2 Reg. xvllL 5. 



Digitized by Google 




*Xll 



INTRODUCTION. 



wounds ; shall such a monster as this, I ask, be looked 
upon as a faithful servant and devout client of so great 
a Mother ? Yet this is really the state of the impenitent 
sinner. Faith teaches us that mortal sin has once already 
been the cause of the death of Jesus. And it would be 
so again, if the power of the sinner were equal to his 
boldness and malice. For, as the learned Cajetan says : 
The evil or guilt of sin is such in its own nature , that 
if God could lose anything of His goodness , it would 
take it from Him ; just as , on the other hand , the lore 
of friendship towards God is such in its own nature y 
that if God were capable of any new perfection, it would 
bestow it upon Him J How can any one then, with sword 
in hand, that is, with a deliberate resolution of daily of* 
fending Jesus Christ more and more, presume to boast 
of fidelity and devotion to His Blessed Mother ? How 
can he, under the garb of a true client, presume to con- 
fide in her protection, to hope for preservation, and even 
one might add, expect to be rewarded by her for his in- 
solence ? No, no : this is not to honour the Blessed Vir- 
gin, but to offend her all the more, and to offer her a 
more grievous insult. Let me ask these sinners this 
question. Either you believe that the Immaculate Vir- 
gin is not displeased at your sins, and thus you make her 
as guilty of them as yourselves : 7 or you believe that 
they are displeasing to her, and if so, who can sufficiently 

1 Malum cnlp*e v quantum eat ex se, eat privattvum boni Divlni, si csset pri-. 
vablle: sicut amor amicitise erga Denm eat poaltivtim boni Divini, si esset po-% 
Utbtla Cajet 1. q. 1,9. art 9. 

% ^hpjuJAabUea sicut e* quae dflexeruot. Q»ec lx,. 10* 
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express the iusult which you offer her, when you flatter 
yourselves, that by your pretended homage you can pre- 
vail upon her to authorise your crimes ? Do you think 
those services or duties, as you call them, can be accept- 
able to her, while they are intended by you only to in- 
crease that very evil of sin, which she so much abhors ? 
I know indeed that Christ has placed the Blessed Virgin 
in this world, not only as a bait to allure to Himself the 
softened hearts of flesh , x namely those sinners who begin 
to think of amending their lives ; but also as a load- 
stone to draw the hearts of steel , that is, of sinners har- 
dened in their sins, as was revealed to St. Bridget. But 
O the malice and perverseness of these wicked sinners ! 
Not only do they refuse to suffer themselves to be drawn 
towards God by this heavenly loadstone, but on the con- 
trary, they endeavour to pervert the order of Divine 
grace, by drawing the loadstone to themselves ; and in- 
stead of yielding their hearts up to her, as a conquest 
which she is most ambitious to make, they would, if pos- 
sible, oblige her even to stand by them in their wicked- 
ness, and second their sacrilegious designs. Now ! what 
can be imagined more insolent than this, or more inju- 
rious to her honour ? Knowest thou not , says the Apos- 
tle, that the benignity of God leadeth thee to penance ? 2 
The husbandman would never think it worth his while 
to take pains with fens and marshy grounds, if it were 
not for some prospect he has of making them good land 

1 Ezech. xxxvi. 26. 

3 Jjfnoma quoiuaw UcutenUas Dei aU poeuitentiam te aiWucU, How, U- 4, 
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in time, and of rendering them fruitful, by draining off 
the waters. In the same manner, the Divine Mercy can 
never display itself towards sinners with any other de- 
sign, than in order to drain off from their hearts, choked 
up as they are with the mud and mire of sin, those filthy 
waters of iniquity, which they have drunk so plentifully, 
and which have drowned in them all sense of piety and 
devotion ; nor with any other hope, than that of dispo- 
sing them by this means to repay with interest the los- 
ses of their former sterility, by bringing forth fruits wor- 
thy of penance 1 for what is past, and a great abundance 
of good works, for the time to come. If mercy towards 
sinners did not propose to itself some such good end, it 
would not be mercy, but insensibility and folly, nay even 
wickedness. 

This being so, it may very reasonably be concluded 
that the Mother of God has not, upon earth, any more 
insupportable enemies, than those who shield themselves 
under her favours, that they may sin with greater confi- 
dence. For such persons seem resolved to snatch from 
her by force, the most beautiful star she bears in her 
crown, her title of Mother of Mercy, as she is daily styled 
by the faithful. She will be obliged at length to lay 
aside that title of tenderness and compassion, when she 
finds her mercies abused to such a degree, as, contraiy 
to her intentions, to increase the number of sinners, in- 
stead of diminishing it. Or rather, if she sees that those 
gentle drops of heavenly dew, which she pours down so 

1 Matt, ui & 



Digitized by v^.ooQle 




INTRODUCTION*. 



XXV 



liberally upon all mankind, have no better effect than to 
nourish such vile and venomous insects, she will be foiced 
both in honour and justice to change that dew into 
storms and tempests, and, instead of the gracious title of 
Mother of Mercy, to take upon her the dreadful one of 
Mother of Wrath. She will be forced, 1 say, to declare 
open war against them, to pursue them with fire and 
sword, to put them to confusion, to pass sentence of 
death upon them, and in a word, to crush with her own 
sacred feet the heads of this accursed brood of vipers, 
which are eager to feuck in the precious milk of her all- 
merciful breasts, only in order to make their own poison 
the more deadly. 

What then must come of these miserable sinners ? Is 
there no remedy for them ? Must they leave off those 
few prayers and devotions, that they have been wont to 
offer up to her? Must they lay aside all those fasts, 
those alms, those pilgrimages, and other pious practices, 
the outward expression of honour and reverence towards 
her? God forbid! Let them continue them. But 
then they must remember to raise their intention to a 
nobler end, that their pious practices and devotions may 
not be altogether without fruit. Let them profess to the 
Holy Mother of God, that they have no other aim in 
their devotions, than to move her to obtain for them of 
Almighty God, strength and resolution enough to aban- 
don their sins. And if their case is so desperate, and 
the mortal distemper of their souls has gained by long 
continuance, such hold over them, that they now lie, as 
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it were bed-ridden, in the corruption of their evil habits, 
without even the desire of recovering their spiritual 
health ; let them beg of her this very desire, in which 
they are so wanting. And this desire will be a certain 
sign of approaching health, or, to speak more correctly, 
will be the actual beginning of it : since it is a known 
axiom, that to desire to be cured, is almost half* the cure. 
Pars sanitatis est , velle sanari. 
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PART THE FIRST. 

THE MOTIVES WHICH MAY HELP US TO OBTAIN 

TRUE DEVOTION 

TO THE 

'iJirgfn JWarg. 

« 

I question not, dear reader, but that, from the descrip- 
tion I have now given you of some, who, while they pre- 
tend to be devout clients of our Lady, are far from being 
really such, you will easily distinguish true devotion to 
the over Blessed Virgin, from that which is a mere sha- 
dow of it, without substance ; and that you will not suf- 
fer yourself to be deluded by that false appearance, which 
the devil sometimes gives to it by his own colouring. I 
shall now proceed to propose some of the principal, and 
most efficacious motives, which should animate you in its 
pursuit ; for the endeavour to obtain it, and the effectual 
acquisition of it, are not many steps asunder* 

B 
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If it be true that devotion always proceeds from love, 
as its immediate cause, if it be a flame of that noble 
fire, a ray of that sun, a rivulet from that fountain 5 it 
follows, of course, that the same motives which induce us 
to love the Blessed Virgin, will also be able to kindle in 
our hearts a sincere devotion to her, by stirring up in us 
a readiness of the will to do whatever she requires of us, 
either for her honour or for her service. Now, any ob- 
ject is amiable, or worthy of being loved, either because 
it is good in itself, or because it is good with reference to 
us. So likewise in all our love, we may reckon two sorts 
of affection, from which it may derive its strength : one 
essential, which is called an appreciative love, or love of 
esteem ; the other accidental , which may be termed a 
love of tenderness. 

And therefore, as I have taken upon myself to be your 
guide, not to any inferior devotion to our Blessed Lady, 
but to that which is most perfect, and most agreeable to 
her, I shall make it my chief study, to represent to you 
in her person a Virgin, who is the most perfect of all 
pure creatures, in all kinds of limited perfection, and wor- 
thy of love in every respect, both in herself, and yrith re- 
ference to us. And on the other hand I shall endeavour 
to inflame your heart with such an affection for her, as 
shall always be accompanied by the highest esteem of 
her merits, since nothing but true merit can justly claim 
the rational tribute of our affections. I reduce the mo- 
tives we have for loving the Blessed Virgin to seven, and 
I designedly choose this number, in order that you may 
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be furnished with sufficient matter, either for meditation, 
or for reading, as you find most convenient, on each of 
the seven days of the week. The subjects indeed are 
very different, but you will find them all of use to you, 
and equally adapted to keep alive within you an ardent 
affection towards the Blessed Virgin Mary. The fire of 
this affection requires such fuel ; and, however strong it 
may be, it is veiy soon extinguished, if we are not most 
careful to supply it with new matter to feed upon. 

CHAPTER L 

THE FIRST MOTIVE OF DEVOTION TO THE BLESSED 
VIRGIN IS THE SPECIAL LOVE WHICH ALMIGHTY 
GOD HIMSELF BEARS TO HER. 

SECTION I. 

GOD LOVES THE BLESSED VIRGIN ALONE MORE THAN 
HE IX)VES ALL OTHER CREATURES. 

As, under the Old Law, no weights were reckoned 
just, or lawful to be used, hut such as had been accurate- 
ly examined in the famous balance of the sanctuary ; so, 
in order that the value which we set upon things, or the 
weight, so to speak, which we give them in our judgments, 
may he just and true, it must he brought to the infallible 
test of the Divine Judgment, and there weighed by the 
esteem in which Almighty God Himself holds them ; 
since His Infinite Wisdom, and that alone, is the great 
Primum Mobile, or First Cause, which both in heaven, 
and upon earth, ought to he the measure and standard of 
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all things that are moved. If then I can shew, that the 
love, with which Almighty God regards the Blessed Vir- 
gin Mary, is inconceivably great, I shall prove, at the 
same time, that she deserves to he loved by us beyond 
all that can be expressed. Now, what a high place this 
heavenly spouse holds in the affections of her Divine So- 
lomon cannot he better understood, than by comparing 
her with others among His creatures, who are known to 
be themselves high in His favour. My young maidens , 
He says in the Canticles, are without number . But, 

One is my dove , my perfect one is but one , she is the on- 
ly one ; 1 she is alone, she has no equal. And therefore, 
without going in search of many proofs, I might sum 
them all up in this one, and boldly affirm, that this glo- 
rious Queen alone is dearer to her Divine Spouse, than 
all the rest of His heavenly court together. And in 
saying this, I should say no more, than what has been 
expressly asserted by St. Bonaventure , 2 St. Anselm, 3 
and St. Augustine , 4 amongst the Holy Fathers ; and a- 
mongst modern divines, by no one more confidently than 
by the devout and learned Suarez, when he says, that 
God loves the Virgin alone , more than all the other Saints 
together , 5 What other proof of the proposition before us 
could I undertake to produce, that is not already contained 
in this? For, if Christ loves every one of the elect in 

1 Adolescentularum non est numerua. Una est colnmba men, perfect* mea 
Ona est Cant vL 7, 8. 2 In Spec. Mar. C. 6. 

3 De Excel. Virg. C. 4. 4 Apod 3. Bonav. loco cit 

5 Dens plus amat solam Virginera quam reliquoa sanctos oumes. 3. p. 1, X 
Diop. IS. sec. 8. 
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particular, more than all the elect together can possibly 
love Him, as is undoubtedly the case, what an excess of 
love must that be which He bears to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary ? For He loves her more, than He loves all the 
Apostles, all the Patriarchs, all the Prophets, all those 
millions of Martyrs, who have suffered such cruel deaths 
for His sake ; more than all the Angels, all the Arch- 
angels, all the highest Choirs of Seraphim : in a word, 
more than all the whole Church, whether militant on 
earth, or triumphant in heaven. So that if, to make an 
impossible supposition, He were under the necessity of 
losing either the Blessed Virgin, or all those I have men- 
tioned, and millions more, He would sooner part with 
them all, than with her. However, though what I have 
now said is, in fact, the sum of all that can be advanced 
upon this subject, yet, as distances are measured step by 
step, better than by the eye alone, so we shall be more 
able to conceive the prodigious extent of the love and es- 
teem, which Almighty God has for the Blessed Virgin, 
if we consider it under different heads in detail, than if 
we endeavoured to embrace the whole under one general 
view. 

I say then that the Blessed Virgin Mary is that great 
first-born in the order of Nature, in the order of Grace, 
and in the order of Glory, who, in each of these three cha- 
racters, enjoys nu^st justly, not only the largest portion of 
the inheritance of Almighty God, but also the best and 
greatest share of His paternal affections : My perfect one 
is but one : she is the only one . And first let us test the 
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truth of this assertion in the order of Nature, since it is 
reasonable to speak of that first, to which the first placet 
really belongs, 



SECTION II, 

THE BLESSED VIRGIN IS FIRST-BORN IN THE 
ORDER OF NATURE. 

The first time the Eternal Word ever spoke in the 
distinct formation of things, He called forth light : Be 
light made. And He called it with that loud voice, which 
is heard and obeyed even from the deep abyss of nothing. 
God said; Be light made , And light was made. 1 So 

that, in a manner, light may be said to have come out of 
the mouth of the Most ffigh y tike first-born before all 
creatures , since it was the first production of this Almighty 
voice. And if so, what wonder that it should be beau- 
tiful above everything that was afterwards summoned into 
the world, by the same all-powerful voice \ It is neither 
spirit nor body, but a something between the two, ex- 
pressly contrived to. be the channel of that constant cor- 
respondence and mutual communication of infiuenoea 
which was afterwards to be maintained between earth and 
heaven. And here, who does not see that the Uncreated 
Wisdom intended, from the very beginning of the world* 
to represent to us under this admirable emblem of light 
the ever-glorious Virgin Mary ? She is indeed a crea- 
ture, and in that respect infinitely inferior to God : but 

I DUlt^ue. Deus ; Hat lux. Et focta est lux. QeivUa 
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yet so immensely exalted above all the rest, that she might 
almost be said to belong to a middle state, between human 
and divine. Because she was created for no other end, 
than to be the channel of communication between heaven 
and earth, and the immediate instrument for joining to- 
gether the two natures Divine and human, God and man, 
in the closest possible union. With much more reason 
therefore may she say of herself : I came out of the mouth 
of the Most High , the first-born before all other crea- 
tures} 

It is certain that the Blessed Virgin was not absolutely 
the first-born amongst creatures in the order of time, 
since her actual birth was many ages later than the for- 
mation of the world. Yet she is said to be the first, and 
even to have been created from the beginning and before 
the world & because, though she was not first in the 
execution of the divine decrees, yet she was first in their 
intention ; and, being the highest in rank of all the pure 
creatures that God’s Omnipotence was to produce, she 
was, in a manner, the end of all the rest of His creation. 
For her , says St. Bernard, the whole world woe made . 3 
'Not indeed for her as its final end, for that can be no 
other than God Himself: but for her as the secondary 
end of this vast universe, designed by its Creator with 
this very intention, that it should be subject to her as its 
Queen. If any one is surprised at what I here advance, 

1 Ego ex ore Altiasimi prodlvi, prlmogentta ante omnem creaturam. Ee. 
ell xxiv. 5. 

2 Ab initio, et ante sacula creata sum. EcclL xxiv. 14. • 

ft Frapfcy taac totoa mutaus fw&w est Sena, 7, in Salve Regina, 
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he shews himself to be little acquainted with the merits of 
Mary. Our Blessed Saviour, speaking one day to the 
seraphic St. Theresa, told her, as if to cool the vehement 
dames of the love He bore her, If I had not already 
created this world, I would create it for thee alone . Af- 
ter this, can there be any exaggeration in saying that the 
Divine Word has actually done, out of a special regard for 
His own Blessed Mother, that which, had there been 
occasion, He would have done for a poor handmaid of 
that very same Mother, and for her alone ? No doubt 
we may freely say to the Holy Virgin, without danger of 
saying too much : All things are yours, and you arc 
Christ’s, and Christ is God’s. 1 All that is good in na- 
ture, all is for you, great Lady, and all belongs to you, 
as you belong to Christ, and Christ to God. 

It was anciently a custom with the Kings of Persia, 
to divide between the chief cities of their dominions the 
charge of providing all that belonged to the immediate 
use of the royal consort, that thus all might share in the 
honour of serving their queen. One city was to furnish 
all that was requisite for her toilet, another her necklace 
and bracelets of pearl, another her crown, and so of her 
robes, her sandals, and jewels, in short of her whole attire. 
So we may say that Almighty Gdd ordained all the differ- 
ent orders of creation, as peopled cities, for the use and 
service of Mary. Whilst she was an inhabitant of this 
lower world, all created things vied with each other in 
serving her ; not indeed for the decoration of her body, 
l Omnia tua sunt: tu autom Christi : Christ us autem Del 1 Coiv ill 22, 23. 
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which she never thought worthy of her care, but for that 
of her soul, each one supplying her with new motives for 
praising her Lord and Creator, for admiring Him, and for 
raising herself above them all to the most sublime con- 
templation of His Greatness. And in this manner they 
served the Blessed Virgin better, and were of more use to 
her, than ever they have been before or since to all the 
rest of mankind. Nay, I may safely say, that she is the 
only one in whom they have perfectly attained the end 
for which they were made, which was, that they might 
serve as a ladder of so many steps, by which we may 
gradually rise to the perfect knowledge and love of God. 
For she alone ascended much higher by contemplation 
than the whole world besides, and never was she known 
to descend again, by the abuse of any grace bestowed on 
her, as all others do by sin, and thus depart from the high- 
est good by those same steps, which should have raised 
them nearer to it. But now that leaving our world, 
where she spent her life as one unknown, she has ascend- 
ed her throne in heaven, with far greater homage do all 
creatures serve her. With regard to her, they form the 
kingdom wherein she reigns supreme: as to ourselves, 
they are figures representing by all the beauty they pos- 
sess the untold perfections of that soul, which to the Di- 
vine Architect was a created idea, upon which He de- 
signed to model this stately universe. I do not make 
use of this term created idea unadvisedly; for, on the 
one hand, the idea of the divine workmanship is no other 
than the Uncreated Word Himself, it being impossible 
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for God, when He produces anything ad extra , or external- 
ly, to imitate any other original than Himself ; yet, on 
the other hand, we find the Blessed Virgin expressly as- 
serting, that she took part with her Maker in constructing 
the whole frame of the universe : I was with Him form- 
ing all things .* From which it seems to follow, that she 
cooperated in that great work, either as a secondary end 
for which, or as a model according to which, He has pro- 
duced it ; unless we would rather say, perhaps with greater 
accuracy, that she took part in it in both these ways — 
as the end, and also as the model. When therefore Al- 
mighty God prepared the heavens , when with a certain 
law and compass He enclosed the depths , when He estab- 
lished the sky above , and poised the fountains of waters , 
and balanced the foundations of the earth ; 2 when He 
produced the sun, moon, and stars ; formed the minerals, 
vegetables, and living creatures ; in a word, when He 
established and arranged all that beautiful variety of na- 
ture, of which this world is composed, He meant that it 
should serve only as a copy, in the different parts of 
rfrhich should be exhibited separately all those eminent 
prerogatives and perfections, which He intended to unite, 
at the appointed time, in the person of His own Virgin 
Mother, as in a nobler world than that which He at first 
created. 

This interpretation agrees exactly with what St. Ber- 
nard writes, in his sermon upon the Blessed Virgin, that 

1 Cum eo erara cuncta component Prov. viiL 30. 

2 Quando praeparabat coelos, aderam <fcc. Prov. viiL 27, 80. 
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Almighty God has created two worlds, one for man, which 
is the earth we now inhabit, and the other for Himself^ 
which is the soul of Mary. And this latter, as the more ex- 
act copy of the Uncreated Idea, served as a kind of origi- 
nal, after which to model the other. If this be allowed, 
we shall not be inclined to question the truth of another 
opinion, no less sublime than pious, proposed by St. Ber- 
nardino , 1 who does not hesitate to affirm, that, if Almighty 
God, after the notorious disobedience of our first parents 
in the terrestrial Paradise, did not immediately destroy the 
world which He had so lately created, it was in a very spe- 
cial manner for the Blessed Virgin Mary’s sake. And 
here God seems to have acted like the prudent husband- 
man, who spares an old withered oak from the axe and 
the fire, that he may not disturb a swarm of bees, which 
he discovers in the hollow of it. And indeed the thought 
bears every mark of probability. For if Almighty God 
created the world a little before out of that particular re- 
gard which He had for His Blessed Mother, what won- 
der if, out of that same regard, He should likewise save 
it ? It seems as if He wished to proceed with those faith- 
less prevaricators, as we read that Solomon did, some ages 
after, with the ungrateful priest Abiathar. You deserve, 
said he, a thousand deaths, it is true ; but I change the 
penalty of death, which according to your merits you 
should suffer this very day, into that of banishment, 
because I respect the sanctity of that ark, which you have 
so often borne upon your shoulders. Indeed thou art 

1 Bemardin. in quodam sermone. 
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worthy of death : but I will not at this time put thee to 
death , because thou didst carry the ark of the Lord God 1 
in the same manner we may imagine Almighty God to 
hate spoken to those first ringleaders of rebellion : If I 
were to punish you as you have deserved, I should this 
very moment destroy you both, as I would crush the heads 
of two deadly venomous serpents, and extinguish in you 
at onoe the seed of your whole posterity; for they, infect- 
ed with the poison of your example, will only learn to 
transgress My laws, as you have done. But I foresee 
that from your blood will one day be bom a Virgin, whol- 
ly unlike yourselves, who shall be the living ark to receive 
within her virginal womb a Son, at present within My 
own breast ; and therefore I consent to change the sen- 
tence of death, which otherwise I should now pronounce 
against you, into that of perpetual banishment from this 
place of delights, where rebels like yourselves are so un- 
fit to dwell. 



SECTION in. 

THE BLESSED VIRGIN IS FIRST-BORN IN THE 
ORDER OF GRACE. 

Thus we have already entered insensibly upon what we 
may call the noblest part of the estate in this great pri- 
mogeniture, or birth-right of the Blessed Virgin. It 
would have been no great honour for her, that the world 
had been at first created, and afterwards preserved from 

1 Equidem vir mortis es, sed hodie te non interficiam, quia portasti aroam 
Domini DeL 8 'King*. iL 26, 
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destruction for her sake, if she had not been as especially 
privileged in the order of Grace, as she was specially 
beloved in the order of Nature. Tertullian calls man the 
care and solicitude of the Divine Wisdom ; 1 as if it 
were then only, when He had man to create, that Al- 
mighty God employed His whole Omnipotence. How 
much less hyperbole would there he in this, if applied to 
Mary. The grandeur of the result in a manner leads us 
to conclude, that the whole creative energy of the Great 
first Cause was called forth in order to produce her. 
When He made the heavens, they are said to he the 
work of His fingers : I will behold thy heavens , the works 
of thy fingers ? But when He afterwards shewed to the 
world that masterpiece of His divine art, His own most 
Blessed Mother, He is said even by herself, humble as she 
was, to have exerted the whole strength and power of 
His arm. He hath shewed might in His arm? So 
magnificent a work was it, to have designed and created 
the Immaculate Maxy. 

Let us now study God’s very first design in the profound 
volumes of Predestination, where it is certain that Mary 
holds the first place, and is the first predestinated to grace, 
amongst the ranks of all pure creatures. I came out of 
the mouth of the Most High, the first-born before all crea- 
tures. For the groundwork of such a primogeniture as 
this, we must remember that the Blessed Virgin never 

1 Curam DivinI Iugenll 

3 Videbo coelos tnoe, opera digitonun tnornm. Ps. Tilt 4. 

3 Fecit potentiam in brachio suo. Luc. L 5L 
C 
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